LIGHT
SHINES IN THE

DARKNESS



dvent invites us to look back and forward to the coming of Christ in the world and in
our hearts. The atonement—forgiveness of sins, adoption as children—for which humanity was
waiting has already come through Christ. Yet we eagerly await His return, which is not yet
here. The season of Advent has a wonderfully rich history that should guide our hearts into
expectation, joy, hope, self-reflection, and ultimately a deeper sense of worship of Jesus.

The term “advent” derives from the Latin verb advenire, which simply means “to arrive” or
“to come.” Throughout the first four centuries Christians understood Advent to have a dual
reference to Jesus’ first coming into this world from his virgin mother as well as His second
coming, but the earliest evidence we have of Christians considering “Advent” a season
comes from the fifth and sixth centuries. Pope Leo | in the fifth century viewed the closing of
the agricultural year in mid-December through a liturgical and theological connection to the
end of time, the consummation of history, and thus, the second coming of Christ. However,
it’s not until the councils of Tours in the sixth century that we find specific mention of the
Advent Season in a threefold sense: as a season of Lent (of penitence leading to baptism),
as a celebration of Christ’s birth and the victory over death in His crucifixion and
resurrection, and as a season of anticipation of the second Advent of the royal, exalted
Christ.

Despite a checkered reception at times, Advent has been seen throughout much of history as
a season of anticipation. Like the ancient Israelites who awaited the coming of the Messiah,
Christians both anticipate celebrating Jesus’ birth and all that means for us now while also
eagerly anticipating His second coming in glory. For many Advent is a spiritual journey, a
time of Christian self-examination, dedicating our hearts, minds, and souls afresh to the God
who has already entered time to deliver us from sin and who will come again to establish His
kingdom fully. This Advent season we find ourselves waiting yet again, but in a very different
way. We remember that for Christians throughout the centuries, Advent has been a season
of eager anticipation for what will be as well as deep sense of hope, joy, and God's
immanence through the Incarnation. Perhaps no better carol captures this sense than “O
Come, O Come Emmanuel.” As we sing this song together, our voices join those of God's
people throughout history, recognizing the now-realized expectation we have in Christ’s first
advent as well as the deep longing we all have for His second. Yet we should also
experience these layers of anticipation, hope, and joy without losing sight of the historical
call to penitence and self-examination so that we may live faithfully in light of the Gospel of
God’s coming to meet us, redeem us, and restore us.



SUNDAY

28 REVELATION 21-22 Author: David Bibee

In Advent, we look back and meditate on the hopes of God’s people before Christ. We are branches
extended from the same family tree. Their story is ours from beginning to end. But we also look forward in
anticipation to Christ’s second Advent. It is fitting that we consider the “first Adam” in order to help us
understand Jesus, “the Last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:45). Adam is made from the dust. He is glorious. He’s made
in God’s image. He received life directly from God’s own mouth. But he is humanity at its baseline. Eve is
made from Adam’s own living body. In fact, even the word used when God “creates” Eve is different from
when he “formed” Adam. It says that God “builds” Eve. Adam undergoes a sleep like death and God
pierces his side, taking bone and flesh to build the bride—bone of Adam’s bone and flesh of Adam’s flesh.

You may have wondered why King Solomon describes his bride in the Song of Songs using architectural
terms. She is described having towers and all the features of a garden paradise. She is described like
Eden and the temple. Adam is a clay pot; Eve is a temple. It is the woman who is the glory of the man (1
Cor. 11:7). Eve is the picture of what humanity is destined to become — the collective bride of Christ.
Together Adam and Eve were tasked to build a home of the world. Together Christ and his bride are
building the eternal home for the world. The Bible has never been about going to heaven, but about
transforming “earth as it is in heaven.” The world was created to be God’s temple. Because of our sin,
God hid his presence within the tabernacle and temple. The great transition from the old covenant to the
new is the location of God’s dwelling place. Moses and David each received a “pattern” from God from
which to build the tabernacle and temple (Ex. 25:9, 1 Chron. 28:19). These patterns were based on
God's temple in heaven (Heb. 8:5). The first son of David built a temple made by human hands but
following Christ’s resurrection, “God does not dwell in temples made by hands” (Acts 17:24). In Revela-
tion 21-22, John sees not only what the world will become (21:1-8), but a second vision—the pattern—of
what the Church is already (21:9-22:5).

Jesus is the new Solomon. He is the true temple and he has “opened for us a new way, a living way,
through the curtain—that is, through his own body” (Heb. 10:19). Jesus is “the cornerstone” of God's
house who makes us “living stones [being] built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5). But don’t miss this: Jesus makes us
builders too. Paul describes himself as “a skilled master builder” before warning, “Let each one take care
how he builds... For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1
Cor. 3:10-11). We are the city on a hill that is “born from above” (John 3:3). Where once we had hearts
of stone, Jesus makes us to be living sapphires that gleam with his own Spirit. In sin we made wastelands
of the world’s gardens, but Jesus causes “streams o?living water” flow from our hearts (John 7:38).

The coming of Christ marks a new chapter in God's story. What he accomplished gives each one of us
direct access to God. We are his Temple. And he promises to act to bring life as we live for the glory of
his name. The Church is the new Jerusalem and the world will become the new Jerusalem as Christ uses
new Adams and Eves, remade in his own image, to do so.
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IsaiaAH 9:1-7 Author: Andrew Siegenthaler

When most people hear the word counselor, they think of a therapist. But that’s not what this title of Christ
is about. It's not saying that Jesus is a wonderful therapist. The context of this passage is not psychologi-
cal, it’s political. It's about nations and wars and kingdoms and thrones and governments.

All great rulers surround themselves with wise counselors. Historians say one of the reasons for Queen
Elizabeth’s greatness was the wisdom of her counselor William Cecil. He always told Elizabeth what he
thought was best for crown and country, even if it made her mad. She often let him have it with her
infamous temper. But when Cecil died, Elizabeth said: “No prince in Europe had such a counselor.”

King Jesus has no need for outside counselors because he himself is the Wonderful Counselor. He has a
strategy for using you, the circumstances of your life, and even the huge events and forces swirling around
you to advance the interests of his kingdom. The name Wonderful Counselor is not so much about Jesus
giving you counsel and guidance for your life—although he certainly does that—it’s about his perfect
understanding and plan. He knows what he’s doing. He's making all the right decisions. He sees the big
picture and your little part in it. So, you can trust him. You can follow him. You have no reason to panic
and look for help in other things.

Isaiah spoke these words at a dark time both spiritually and politically. Israel was divided into northern
and southern kingdoms and on verge of civil war. But there was an even greater threat. The Assyrian
Empire with its powerful military machine was on the march. In desperation, all the little kingdoms in the
region started making alliances. The northern kingdom of Israel made an alliance with Syria. The southern
kingdom of Judah, the house of David, was pondering alliance with Egypt.

Through Isaiah the Lord said to his people: Quit relying on political strategies to solve your problems!
Depend on me. I’m not intimidated by superpowers. I'm for you. | will deliver you and work this out for
my glory. In this context, Isaiah gave this prophecy of the coming Messiah, his reign and government. But
the response of Israel was, The Messiah may be coming, but we need a Plan B to fall back on. We need
these forelign alliances. We'd rather do things our way and keep our own counsel. They did, with disas-
trous results.

Here's the point of this passage for you. In dark times, in threatening times, when the clouds are gather-
ing, you must trust the Wonderful Counselor. Will you trust Jesus? Will you believe he is working out all
things for his glory and your good? Will you believe he is advancing his kingdom and building his church?
If you do, you'll be free from panic and fear.
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IsaiaH 11:1-10 Author: Dr. Sam Lamerson

For some of us the call of God on our lives brings us into difficult circumstances. The first church which |
pastored was small and poor. | remember working really hard to bring in new members, praying that
God would bless us, and spending hours in sermon preparation, yet nothing seemed to work. The
church didn't grow, our finances were always on the edge, and a certain group in the congregation
complained about how | wasn’t doing my job because more people weren’t coming.

At some point during that time, | decided to read through the book of Isaiah. Chapter six is the scene of
the great throne room where Isaiah meets God (the New Testament tells us that it was actually Christ).
God call Isaiah to the life of a prophet, telling God’s people what they desperately need to hear. A
little later in chapter six, God tells Isaiah that no matter what he preaches, the people will not listen, will
not hear, and will not turn from their wickedness.

What a difficult call this was for Isaiah. Go on doing what God has told you, but you will see no results,
there will be no growth, no outward signs that your ministry is a success. Isaiah asks one simple
question, a question that we would all ask: “How Long?” God answers with a devastating answer. He
tells Isaiah that the cities will lie in ruin and the people will be taken into exile because they did not
listen. This is a pretty depressing call to ministry. Work as hard as you can, but you will see no results.

If this were the end of Isaiah’s story then the news would be most miserable, but it is not. Later on, in the
eleventh chapter, Isaiah is offered a small glimmer of hope. He is told in 11:1 that one day a shoot will
grow from the root of Jesse, and he will make things right with the world. He will help the poor, treat
everyone justly, and offer redemption of the entire world. He promises us a day when a cow and a
bear will eat together, and a baby will play by the hole of a cobra.

We long for that day, but we know that one who was from the root of Jesse. His name is Jesus; it is him
that we serve, and the results of our work belong only to him.
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IsaiaH 35 Author: David Bibee

The state of the earth has been linked with humanity from the very beginning. God forms the dry land
and then forms man out of the dust before breathing into his nostrils to give him life, then forming Eve
from his flesh. Together they are given delegated authority to have dominion over the world. As we go,
so goes the world.

Because of sin humanity is cursed and the world degraded. Instead of easy and joyful labor, God tells
Adam, “[Clursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you... By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you
return to the ground” (Gen. 3:17-19).

Sin makes wastelands of the world, even as it lays waste to human beings. The powers of this fallen
world do all they can to anesthetize us to the carnage, calling dead image bearers mere “collateral
damage,” like superfluous details. The inconvenient truth is that God knows them all by name and
hears the blood which cries out from the ground. But when the gospel is successful, Isaiah tells us that
the nations shall make their swords into gardening tools (Isa. 2:4).

Growing up in a community that was rich in agriculture, you could smell when you were getting close to
home. Isaiah 35 reminds me of that smell—rich soil, dark, pungent, and filled with worms. It speaks of
the restoration of God’s people in earthly terms because the restoration of God’s people does restore
the earth too. In judgment God had made them blind and deaf to his word, in judgment for their willful
rebellion. But now they would be led on “the Way of Holiness” (Isa. 35:8).

The earth cannot thrive when God’s people love evil. But when God's people are redeemed, the very
wilderness and the cracked ground will rejoice, and the desert itself shall burst into floral displays. God
would make rivers in the desolate places and “the redeemed shall walk there” (Isa. 35:9). Paul tells us
that the creation “eagerly waits” for the day when our bodies are resurrected because the day of our
resurrection is the same day “that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption”
(Rom. 8:21, 23). Ultimate restoration is without question. You aren’t responsible for that ultimate
restoration. But you’re responsible for your contribution to it. We're to be gardeners, which means we
don’t have a choice but to get dirty in the muck of this world.

If we continue along the path of destruction, our homes, families and communities will grow like
gardens of thistle. We will continue to abide with evil and bloodshed, as the cursed ground is watered
with human life. Or we can follow God along the Way of Holiness made open by Christ. In Christ, God
makes gardens of our lives and equips us to help others thrive as well. In Christ, “everlasting joy” will
be our inheritance and all “sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”




DECEMBER

20

25




DECEMBER

21

26




DECEMBER

22

27




You cAN HAVE THE HOPE
oF HEAVEN THIS CHRISTMAS

Heaven is a free gift.

The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord. Romans 6:23

We are Sinners and cannot save
ourselves.
For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God. Romans 3:23

On the one hand, God is love. | John 4:8b
But on the other hand, He does not leave the
guilty unpunished. Exodus 34:7b

God solved this problem by
sending His son, Jesus.

For God so loved the world that He gave His one
and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish but have eternal life John 3:16



You receive the gift of heaven by faith.

Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.

Acts 16:31

If this is what you want,
you can pray right now:

"Dear Jesus, forgive my sin, and come into my
life as my Lord Savior. Thank you for giving me
the hope of heaven both now and forever.
Amen."

This is the promise of Jesus, He who believes has
everlasting life. John 6:47b

WELCOME TO THE
FamiLy oF Gobp!
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